
 

19 January 2022 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you for your support during the year so far. I would like to congratulate Year 11 on their 
approach to their studies and in particular, how they approached the mock exams. The mock data is 
encouraging and reflects the hard work of the students.  
 
There is a clear correlation in the data between attendance and achievement. Students who have an 
attendance of below 90% are achieving an average grade of a 3. Those with above 95% are achieving 
on average a grade 5 and above. This highlights the importance of attendance to school. There is no 
better way to prepare for exams than to have the input from subject specialists. I am aware that in a 
few cases COVID has had an impact on attendance. Where possible students must be attending 
school and if this is not possible, completing work set on Google Classroom.  
 
We are also running after school booster sessions, giving students more valuable time with subject 
staff. There is a session available every night and I highly encourage students to attend as many of 
these sessions as possible.  
 
Thank you for making your appointments for parents’ evening which is taking place on  
Thursday 20 January 2022. It is not too late to make an appointment. Appointments can be made by 
clicking this link. 
 
Looking ahead, the government has stated that in the unlikely event exams cannot go ahead in the 
summer, we must have three assessments that can be used as evidence. We are planning an 
assessment window starting from 7 March 2022 and a third in May 2022. The third and final 
assessment will only go ahead if the summer exams are cancelled.   
 
Other parts of the government contingency plan for you to be aware of;  
 
▪ Grade boundaries will be adapted and will be slightly lower to compensate for the time in lessons 

students have missed out on; 

▪ Courses have been adapted to make up for missed teaching and some content has been removed 

from the exam; 

▪ Students will be given support sheets during the exam, for example formula sheets in maths and 

science; 

▪ If a student cannot sit an exam in the summer due to COVID and they have completed 25% of the 

course, they will be awarded a grade based on a teacher assessed grade; and  

▪ If there are two papers and they can sit one of them, then this grade will be used. 
 

 

https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/schoolcloud/parentsevening.html


 

 
We are waiting for the updated guidance, due to be released on 7 February 2022, and will 
communicate any information as soon as we have received it.  
 
I look forward to working with you further. If you have any questions or concerns please get in touch 
cwatson@tdms.worcs.sch.uk  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Claire Watson 
Deputy Headteacher 
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